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Research Biography  
I am Reader in Medieval Archaeology at the University of Cambridge Institute of Continuing 
Education and a member of the University’s Department of Archaeology. My research 
focuses on:  

• The emergence of early medieval and medieval landscapes across the longue durée;  
• Conceptual approaches to the archaeology of collective organisation in agriculture;  
• Micro-regional analytical studies of English rural settlement and husbandry c.400-

c.1300.  

My most recent book is Anglo-Saxon Fenland, published by Windgather in July 2017. The 
Emergence of the English will be published by Arc-Humanities Press in 2018. 
 
One of my current areas of interest is the survival of early medieval forms of landholding, 
with associated conceptions of status and social relation, across and beyond the period of 
the Norman Conquest. Mid 13th-century documentary evidence suggests that fifth- and sixth-
century forms of property, and their related traditions of custom and practice, were explicitly 
– and extensively - preserved in the thirteenth-century fenland in the form of extra-manorial 
landholdings which still rendered archaic public obligations that predated the emergence of 
the manor. Their demonstrable omission from Domesday Book and their apparent numerical 
stability indicate that the numbers of landholders actually recorded in 1086 may be under-
represented by as much as a third. The careful preservation of distinctive public obligations 
attached to these landholdings, even when they were relatively small, indicates the value 
attached to the free status of those who held them and to explicit memorialisation of the 
ancient traditions of custom and practice that underlay them. 
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